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Staff Senate Meeting Minutes for  

February 2024 
 

Date: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 Time:  10:00 AM Location: ULIB 622 | Zoom for Guests 

 

Attendees 

Senators Present: Andrew Hardee, 
Meghan Olinger, Dana Mejia, Chloë 
Beaver, Sara Webb, Shane Dykes, James 
Beinkemper, Eron Bethard, Sabrina 
McClain, Chris Williams, Kelley Gentry, 
Ahmaad Solmone, Therese Filhiol, and 
Cindy Foust. 
 
 

Senators Excused: Sarah Siereveld 
 
Senators Absent: None 
 
Visitors: Gina White, Jennifer Huey, John 
Sutherlin, Melissa Rhodes, Joanna Hunter, 
LaShina Waren, Natalya Van, Deb Morse, 
Catherine Estis, Allison Thompson, Jyssica 
Hattaway, and Joey McNamara. 

Call to Order 

¶ February 2024 Staff Senate Meeting called to order by President Hardee. 

¶ Roll taken by Secretary Beaver. 

¶ Visitors welcomed by President Hardee. 

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes 

¶ Motion made by President-Elect Mejia to approve the Minutes of the January 2024 meeting. Seconded 
by Senator Bethard. ^ĞŶĂƚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͛Ɛ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ pending inquiry and correction of the 
ŐƌĂŶƚ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ĨŽƌ��ĚƵĐĂƚŽƌ͛Ɛ�ZŝƐŝŶŐ͘ Secretary Beaver will contact Dr. Amy Weems to confirm the 
correct grant amount. 

Guest Speaker(s) 

¶ Gina White, Director of Global & Multicultural Affairs 
o Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion has been rebranded as Global & Multicultural Affairs which will 

combine diversity and inclusion with our multicultural students in an aim to serve the needs of 
all multicultural students. 

o February is Black History Month. The Office of Global and Multicultural Affairs and the Cultural 
Diversity Council are hosting the 2024 Black History Month Program which will feature a guest 
speaker, Victoria Jones, founder of TONE in Memphis, TN, with visual and performing arts 
provided by the ULM School of Visual and Performing Arts. The Program will be on Friday, 
February 23 at 10:00 a.m. at Bayou Pointe. 

o Multicultural Week 2024 is March 4-8. Global and Multicultural Affairs will host a week of 
activities in which staff can participate. The Multicultural Food Festival will be Wednesday, 
March 6 at 11:00 am. in the Hangar. On Thursday, March 7 at 5:30 p.m. in the Hangar, 
professors Brooke Foy and Megan Smith will teach a painting class in the theme of ͞Painting 
Across the World͘͟ The first 60 participants to register can participate for free. These events are 
open to all. 

Reports of Committees 
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¶ Communications- New Chair being appointed in Continuing Business. 

¶ Constitution & Bylaws- No Report 

¶ Elections- No Report 

¶ Staff Welfare & Handbook- Ongoing annual review of the Unclassified Staff Handbook. The committee 
is also looking for recommendations on professional development for staff that can be shared with the 
Professional Learning Center for Faculty and Staff. 

Continuing Business 

¶ Appointment of new Communications Chair 
o New Communications Chair appointed by President Hardee. ISSS Senator Eron Bethard will 

complete the 2023-2024 term as the Communications Chair. 

¶ Review the ULM Staff Senate Departmental Scholarships website 
o A new ͞Financials͟ tab has been added to the ULM Staff Senate webpage showing the Senate 

budget and expenditures to retain transparency.  
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¶ There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Senator Bethard and seconded by 
Senator 


